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Graphy
(measuring/ charting)

‘Demography’ is a 
combination of two 

Greek words, ‘Demos’ 
meaning people and 

‘Graphy’ - the science of 
measuring/ charting Dēmos (people)



Five key Territory demographic considerations
for constructing the NT’s first Social Capital Index



1. Our large population of First Territorians

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2021 Census data



2. A Territory of churn and return



3. Our diverse and growing multicultural fabric

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2021 and 2011 Census data



4. A young Territory

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics



A young Territory (2)

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics



5…But ageing rapidly

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics



Putting all that together…

 Demographically we are very different to other States and 
our population makeup is changing.

 Measuring social capital requires deep understanding of 
differences within the NT population AND ongoing 
population changes.

 Many people come and go each year, bringing and taking 
away social capital and tacit knowledge.

 Our diverse and changing population challenges measuring  
social capital in the Territory – more so than elsewhere.



The Northern Territory Social Capital Index
Addresses these challenges as a composite index to capture and articulate 

the impacts of population diversity and change on our social capital


